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Since telling you I would recount a few of ny dear but deceased friend ^clney 
*aufman's adventures I', r e been thinking a'oou* it and perhaps ought omit some of the names. 

lil:e so iaany of ny friends in Hew "eal days, particu.arly after war brbue out in 
Europe, he stuyed with ue until lie got situat&n. a.; with many others, I got started 

through another dear friend, the motherly iC.C. {Civey) Blackburg, who aside frou being 
active in Democratic politics was first second in charge and then in charge of the Office 
of Government deports, She'df been witli the Creel thing in Yiorld War I and she was like a 
mother with* young people. 

Sidney liked wonen and women liked him. but 1 never knew him to run around when he 
was married. His first marriage was to the ^ictress, A 'ran Heflin, sister of the actor Van 
and of another brother whose name * now don t recall, a sort of lobbyist. Fran was on 
Broadway in some show when 1 visited them, then 1 was not in touch with Sidney for a while, 
this probably after World War II, and then lie told he he'd divorced her. When he was out 
of town she slept witli others, he said. He remained close friend of the lobbyist brother. 

One ol the women who lived with him was the daughter of a former historian^anbassador 
to Germany. She had been quite open in tolling him she'd slept witli as many high Nazi 
officials as ohe could. She lived with him until the morning of the day she married a wealthy 
liberal somewhat older that she was. She got out of Sidney's bed to marry this man. 

It happens that earlier Sidney and this man hud known each other and the man hud 
done something Sidney considered not nice to him, perhaps actionable, andjf as a prank 
Sidney told him he'd forget it if this liberal made a contribution to the Coumuniat 
Forty. I have no reason to believe Sidney was a Gomaunist and an reasonably confident he 
was not. <J.as, it nay have been an unfortunate and costly prank because later tliat nan was 
called before the House u namericmis. My recollection is not clear on whether he and his 
wife fled before testifying or after it but flee they did, to behind the Iron Curtain. To 
the bent of ray knowoedgo they did not return. I'd be surprised if the man were still alive 
and the woman could have returned without c .using any publicity. 

Sidney wqs a very iright, very able man whose specialty was producing movies and 
later TV shows anl who wa3 a skilled photographer, He was in OSS, was an enlisted man in 
the army and able enough to get himself an honorable discharge, during the war, to become 
a commissioned officer in tine Wavy. Last tine we saw iiin as a Wavy officer he^ri driven to 
'Washington from the Virginia capes with the enlistee man crew of a couple of more with whom 
he had been photographing enbarcation for the invasion. Now the Navy hadn't bothe&i to 
order tliat historic event photo^nphed so -idney did it for the Navy, with hi 3 own caitirea 
and film, and the men were a sorry ness, uirty, tired anu hungry when they got to our 
apartment, then downtown, ne-.r the ^apitol. They cleaned up, ~il fed them and they left. 

When we were tnliClng about tliis later, he laughed and told me he'd caught hell for doing 
for the A 'avy what it neglected to do for hi: -self . T1 :e alleged reason wus "security." I 
laughed when he told me that because I remember the odd thing he'd told me when lie got 
to the apartment after that filming, tha' his major problem wqs taking footage tliat did not 
include the Coed •‘ 1 umor ice cream vendors. Security! Hasn't changed a bit. 

H*) knew everybody. He introduced mo to the publisher who contracted Wliitewash only 
to break the contract whil drooling in the till, aft r his vice president made a trip to 
Washington, "O then intorduced me to Focket "ooks which initially went ,for the book very 
big, predicting it would be the best-selling book of 1y65. mnly Boris ihimkin, who then 
owned it, while liihg it much rejected it because "it would be the rod flag under the 
charging bull" of the •Kriartnent of Justice. One of his people, a man named u rossman, 
did a fraudulent book, "tfalories “'on't °ount," und ^liimlcLn did not want to be ad^.ed to 
those already under indictment, pocket Books arranged for Sun Vaughn, Eisenhower's and 

Nixon's editor at doubled ay, to read the book, which they praised liiglily to him in my 
presence. They declined to ao the book and were honest with me in giving me their 



reasons. In writing m«; they said that perliapa if IM gone farthur afield they'd have been 
moro^terested.-, hhe;i i wa:s in New York ana phone , to ask what they neunt - ana they 
tooic ny cedis, including on a high level - they said they'd had a top-level conference 
on_ij bef o re r ,. j ee-teng-- i-t-dl^r^uhat amounts^Jto fear , i - have this preai ely in the -^ook 
file I complied when I was ehk planing a book , “hick ^aring in the Hell box, Or How got 
itich In tiix Mouths* In newspaper printing shops near all the places types was r , placed 
in the form prior to printing were wooden boxes in wltich the discarded type was tkaw 
t nr own to be molted down and reused. An editor, cousin of a friend, road the Manuscript 
after the publisher broke his contract- first publisher saw - and she said that it was 
a fine book tiiat v<ouldd make no 'rich in six months i'j 



\jthile I' ci rambling, the second publisher to whom — was sent by another friend was 
Praeger. His friend was Hort turner, director of special projects. He read the ms. over-) 
night, predicted success/for thd book, thought Praeger would like it very much and make an 
initial print ol bU , OOO copies. ^ ary largo for tho. e days, Tiiat was about the spring of 
1&65. Praeger, lie told me, wt*s in San Shams francisco but would return soon. It, did not 
take long for Praeger to reject the book, his *nasn: I was not u ltjeog^ed scliolar with 
a lot of degrees and university connections, tf remind you he did /lilanson's crap which 
is malodorous to the uninformed, unu stinks awfully to the informed!) It was not until 
much later that 1 le, .rned that f*raeger was a CL. publisher. 

Sidney left Hollywood .hen a;; a young man ho was on liis way up. He was one of the 
then famous IVlpter Hanger's assistants. He found '.ha place immoral and I'm ..ure he aid not 
have sex in mind. >ALthough lie did tell me 30i,ie stories about public sex out there with 
stars in the ^ starring public roles. I tliink he was of independent means after that, though. 

l don t know the field but I'd not heard of an <jjeric ; ji making films in India 
and Jugoslavia (both niter World bar II ) until he told mo of liis experiences doing tiiat. 

He even prouucod an unti— iJ.an lalm th t was u big success in Louisiana and he uus able 
to do title by giving the kl;in loaderd a profitable connection, - ! - believe mostly in 
bu. iness unu perhaps with some roles. 



During the long period I v/as often in Hew York trying to get the book published I 
stayeu with liim at forest fells and used his office, at db and fifth **ve. 



He know everybody, everywhere.^ did got me the agent in England later who placed 
"lntewash with tho late Giangiaecono Feltrinelli and ’with Frowiii in London. I think I told 
f'U that f rewin, literally, was writing the contract when he was few bad infor ation, I 
presume by or through tho spooks, fine man, Gordon “arbord. am d y * h ^ 



Later I met ^ltrinelli, through kuggerio Orlando. I mentioned him, I tldetk, in 
connection with the nurvellous Italian-owned boo :storo on fifth /^ve. Orlando, neohew of 
THE Orlando, represented the Italian LIFE and Italian TV, on \<Mch he had me often, x olt- 
rinello wanted me to write a "J'acus," Hut I then va . not able to honestly address our 
government th t wajt. tho tiiae 1 wuu he'd been killed in an explosion, but when 1 

met him he'd rejected i^rbara Carson's "“uebird." I talmed liim into publishing it and he did. 



That night Orlando also introduceu no to 3±11 ouckley at a party for a poet who wore 
only leather andi|rove only am motorcycle/ At the Pierre, ita Huokley was liis usual superior 
self. Ho ioo.ced dov/n liis nose ana told me he'd not read ny book. 1 didn't like liis manner 
or his words and came back, without thinking, "That's ob^vious or you woulil not fcilunt 
Sjour ignorance about the subject as you huvo." «uia he ilidn't have word to say. That he 
didn t rv.-member or didn't knov/ because lie had u 3aar ^oilier, wlio'd been j5$irk ““ioie's 
agent, putting together a staff for a private JfK assassination investigation he was to 
fund through the Kphlberg ^ China ^obby) fund. He'd already askea me to be the chief 
investigator and Sylvia Leagher to be the editor, do, Buckley nebfer invite - 1 me to do 

his s)iow. ^ Later 1 met ias nephew at floyd's, “niv. hd. , where he gave bad checks and blew iot.) 
ttis '“rtAjV' | /l On i <i a ijt, L 

no tiling reminds me of another and 1 r.aable. Translates into -taliaa the book, liard- 

buck aiid ahouE 4.l/k x 7 l/k inches, without index, r i.. titled, "Chi lia ucciso .Cenneay?" I met 
his w„dow later in Wa hiageon a book affair but she had no interest an the 'suuje&t. 
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